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How’s Your Post Doing? 
  

Hopefully, this newsletter finds all our 
Post’s Legionnaires, Sons’ members, and all your 
families healthy and safe.  On January 11th it was 
10 months since our Post first shut down due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  As we explained 
previously, our Post had been in the best financial 
shape in decades when we shut down.  We had 
saved money for years and were about to begin 
the project to renovate our Post lobby and update 
our ladies’ room and hall to be handicapped 
accessible.  We also planned on replacing our 
leaking and aging boiler during the Summer of 
2020 as well, then COVID arrived.  During the 10 
months since COVID arrived our Post Hall was 
rented only 3 times under a state-mandated 50-
person limit compared to the 30 times that is 
normal at our 100-person capacity in the Hall.  As 
the virus seemed to subside in July, we began 
opening for our Friday evening Happy Hour get-
togethers and permitted Post, SAL, and Scout 
meetings again in the building.  We do not make 
much money from our Happy Hours, but the 
camaraderie was the real payment. 

Our Post did everything from freezing 
unnecessary expenditures and suspending parts of 
our Post insurance, to switching telephone and 
cable service to cut expenses.  November brought 
us hopes of hosting a limited size Holiday Party 
with hopes for a better 2021 - and then COVID 
surged again… 43 cases before Thanksgiving 
became 150 cases in early December.  We had to 
keep our members safe and the tough call was 
made to cancel our Holiday Party and cancel 
Friday Happy Hours through New Year’s.  As this 
issue goes to press our COVID positive numbers in 
town have hit 515 people.  We have just extended 
our closure through January and hope for better 
numbers in February.  And just like that… one 
year is gone completely. 

How does all this effect the future of our 
Post?  At our January 5th Executive Committee 
meeting, everyone heard our present financial 
picture and our projections for the future.  From 
December 31, 2019 to December 31, 2020 our Post 
has had our bank accounts drop over $19,000 
despite all our best efforts.  Our present estimate 
is that we can continue our limited operations 

until July when we will exhaust our bank 
accounts.  Remember our old leaking boiler?  That 
is still hanging over us.  If it goes soon our 
accounts will most likely empty in April or May 
depending on its replacement cost. 

What do we do?  While we hope the world 
will come back to life soon, our Post will most 
likely be forced to take out a mortgage on our 
building to keep operating.  Our beloved SAL 
members suggested making a public appeal to 
help ‘Save the Post’ with a ‘GoFundMe’ page.  
This and other ideas are being discussed for the 
next few months when our accounts begin to get 
dangerously low.  Don’t get upset yet with what 
the world has dealt our Post – read on, and you 
will see that our Post… YOUR POST, is re-inventing 
how we normally do things to beat COVID and 
continue our mission in our community. 

Stay well… stay safe… and thank you for 
your membership!   

 
 

Veterans Day Parade 
Re-invented 

 

The usual format of veterans marching 
down a parade route with spectators crowding the 
sidewalks cheering them is an inspiring one – but 
not a COVID-safe one.  For everyone’s safety we 
understood that no traditional Veterans Day 
parade could be held.  On Sunday, November 8, 
2020, Paul Martin III, one of our SAL #1009 
members the regular organizer of the Shrub Oak 
Veterans Day Parade showed exactly why our 
Yorktown Post is an innovative one.  Just a week 
earlier Paul had asked “What if the veterans sat 
‘socially distanced’ along a route while members 
of the community drove past slowly safe in their 
cars and honked and waved at them?”  Well, 
“Yes” was the answer from Yorktown Supervisor 
Matt Slater and Police Chief Noble. 

That Sunday, after only a week to plan, 
Veterans Road was closed from 1 PM to 3 PM.  We 
had 25 Post Legionnaires sitting in chairs along the 
curb, and in our Post parking area, in great 
positions to see this ‘reverse’ parade.  A group 
from the Korean War Veterans Association sat in 
the sunshine across from the Post.  Members of 
the Military Order of the Purple Heart (MOPH) 



 
 
 

joined us in front of our Post.  The Yorktown VFW 
had their members on their lawn watching and 
other veterans were sitting and watching between 
both our Post buildings too. 

Paul was busy lining up vehicles for the 
parade down by the Yorktown Post Office.  
Yorktown PD motorcycles led the parade past our 
veterans followed by Yorktown FD firetrucks, YAC 
ambulances, and half a dozen vehicles containing 
our local elected officials – Town Supervisor, Town 
Board members, Town Clerk, Highway Supervisor, 
a local Assemblyman, and a past Town Supervisor.  
These were followed by about 20 private cars 
containing Scouts, families of veterans, even 100-
year-old Merchant Marine Jack Caffrey driven by 
his daughter, Linda, joined in the parade.  We all 
know Jack from participating in a drive-by parade 
done to help him celebrate his 100th birthday back 
in October. 

Everyone watching and everyone driving in 
the parade thought this was a fun and novel way 
to honor our town’s veterans while remaining 
safe.  Thank you to everyone who came out that 
afternoon to make this interesting new parade the 
success it was. 

We would also like to thank the members 
of the Yorktown Lions Club who supplied, cooked, 
and served hot dogs to all the veterans out in 
front of our Post.  That was a wonderful thing to 
do for them to make the day even more special.  
 

Veterans Commemorative 
Brick Dedication Ceremony 

 

Our Post conducted our annual Veterans 
Commemorative Brick Dedication Ceremony 
following the re-invented Veterans Day Parade on 
November 8th.  The ceremony drew a nice crowd 
that respectfully stayed masked during the 
proceedings.  This year we dedicated the 23 
engraved Veterans Commemorative Bricks that 
were bought and installed in our plaza since 
Memorial Day 2019.  Normally, we conduct the 
dedication following the Memorial Day Parade but 
had to delay it due to COVID restrictions to keep 
everyone safe.  Post Brick Chairman John Gunn 
highlighted several key points that made this 
year’s ceremony special.  Our Post’s plaza hit a 
long-awaited goal of 500 engraved bricks in the 
plaza. 

A check for $500 each was donated from 
the proceeds of the sale of these engraved bricks 
to three veteran-related charities – My Brother 
Vinny, United For The Troops, and the Montrose 
VA Food Pantry.  John pointed out that the $1,500 

in donations given out that day allowed our Post 
to surpass $25,000 in outgoing donations in only 8 
years of this program’s existance.  That these 
milestones were reached during the year’s 
unbelievable pandemic situation was a true credit 
to our Yorktown community. 
 

 

Flagpole Installation and 
Dedication  

 

Our Post conducts our Honor Flag 
Ceremonies at the flagpole adjacent to the gazebo 
at Jack DeVito Veterans Memorial Track & Field.  
This ceremony honors deceased US veterans by 
raising their burial flags in a solemn ceremony and 
flying them over the park for a period of three 
weeks.  The family of the veterans take part in 
this flag-raising and are invited to return to hear 
‘Taps’ played as their loved one’s flag is lowered 
and folded by our Post members. 

The flagpole used for this program is 
installed on a steeply sloping grassy section of the 
park above a 2-foot-high retaining wall.  When the 
grass is wet from dew or overnight rain the 
members of our flag detail often slip and slide on 
the hillside while conducting the ceremony.  When 
past Yorktown Supervisor Ilan Gilbert and Town 
Clerk Diana Quast attended one Honor Flag 
Ceremony, they witnessed dedicated 75 year-old 
Legionnaires getting up on the wall and slipping on 
the wet grassy hillside to honor a fellow veteran 
with this ceremony.  Following the ceremony, 
they asked what could be done to help make this 
safer for our Legion members. 

On Veterans Day a beautiful new plaza and 
flagpole was dedicated across from our Yorktown 
Post.  This was a team effort from Supervisor Matt 
Slater, Town Clerk Diana Quast, the Highway 
Department, the Parks and Rec Department, with 
contributions from Eagle Scout candidate John 
Bodkin which created a wonderful concrete plaza 
surrounding this new Town flagpole.  The plaza is 
wide enough for groups to conduct ceremonies at 
the flagpole safely and has lighting for iluminating 
the flag at night.  This is a beautiful addition to 
the park and will certainly make our Honor Flag 
ceremonies easier on our members and the 
families of veterans attending them.  Thank you 
one and all for this beautiful plaza. 
 
 

 
 

Special Occasion or Event? 
Our Hall is Available for Rent 

Post & SAL Members enjoy discounted rate 



 
 
 

Post Visits School Via Video 
  

Every year for Veterans Day Post 
Legionnaire John Gunn organizes a visit by a 
handful of Post members to Thomas Jefferson 
Elementary School.  During this annual visit, our 
members introduce themselves and talk with all 
the students while they create Veterans Day cards 
for veterans.  We ask the boys and girls if they 
have any veterans in their families, and learn 
about their Moms, Dads, siblings, and others that 
are veterans.  This is always a fun and educational 
morning visit for everyone.  Due to the COVID 
pandemic the schools could not allow visits for the 
safety of their students and their families.  John 
talked with Post Adjutant Pat McDonough, and 
they came up with the idea of recording a 
message from a small group of Post Legionnaires.  
These veterans could individually speak to the 
children about their military service and wish 
them and their families well until we can come 
see them again next year. 

The school’s PTA loved the video and told 
us all the students enjoyed seeing it.  Our Post 
picked-up and delivered over 400 hand-made 
Veterans Day cards made by the students to the 
VA Hospital at Montrose for the patients and staff 
there to enjoy.  Another mission accomplished 
despite the COVID pandemic. 

 

Post Holiday 50/50 Raffle 
 

Thank you to everyone who took part in 
this year’s Holiday 50/50 Raffle.  With the Holiday 
Party cancelled, we gave almost an extra week for 
the tickets to come in before conducting the 
drawing.  The winning ticket was drawn by our 
Post’s own “Yolanda Vega” – Louise Giacomini, 
under the watchful eyes of the firm of (Cmdr 
John) Giacomini, (Carl) DiLiberto, and (Pat) 
McDonough.  The winning ticket belonged to Post 
Legionnaire John Gunn!  If you have read this far 
you already know how much of a credit John is to 
our Post and its work.  Congratulations John! 

Here’s the raffle report for everyone: – 
1,248 tickets were sent out to 104 members and 
996 tickets were returned from 71 members, for a 
68% return rate.  Many members added $5 - $20 
more as a donation to the Post, which covered the 
raffle expenses and made the pot higher.  Thank 
you!  $750 was the total pot, since expenses were 
covered.  John won ½, or $375.  John immediately 
donated $250 of his prize back to the Post – thank 
you, John! 

 

A Four Chaplains Ceremony? 
 

One of our more popular events with close 
to 100 people attending each year is our annual 
Four Chaplains Ceremony.  The ceremony 
celebrates the lives of 4 WWII US Army Chaplains 
who died when their troopship was torpedoed and 
sunk in the North Atlantic in February 1943. 

Obviously, with this pandemic going on we 
can’t hold a ceremony with 100 people attending 
so we are looking to redesign it this year.  
Hopefully we’ll be able to enlist the local clergy 
to  come one at a time to perform their portions 
while we record them.  We may ask for our Post 
members to come down for a 5-minute video 
shoot of everyone standing at attention and then 
saluting.  We will then edit these clips with the 
story of the Four Chaplains told by Cmdr. 
Giacomini and our slideshow to make one full 
video of our ceremony.  This ceremony on video 
could then be viewed on Four Chaplains Sunday, 
February 7th by our Post members safely from 
home.  This would also allow our Post to tell the 
inspiring story of these brave men of faith to our 
community and local schools. 

  
 

 Welcome Aboard… 

 

We wish to offer a warm welcome aboard 
to our newest Post Legionnaire – Philip Sasso.  We 
hope that you all will join us in taking an active 
part in running your new Post and hope to see you 
at our events.   

 
 

Membership Renewals 
 

92 of our Post Legionnaires have already 
renewed for 2021.  This leaves 17 members whose 
memberships have expired as of January 1st who 
haven’t sent us their dues yet.  18 of our Sons 
members have renewed already for 2021 leaving 4 
expired at present.  Won’t you send your 2021 
dues of $47 to the Post or $25 to the SAL and 
continue your support of our Yorktown Post and all 
that we do.  Thanks! 

 
 

SAL News 
 

The COVID pandemic has forced our SAL 
Squadron to cancel it’s monthly Fundraising 
Breakfasts due to concerns of possibly spreading 
the virus.  This hasn’t stopped our Squadron from 
coming up with wonderful fundraising ideas. 



 
 
 

Their Miltary Tribute Banner program was a 
nice success despite this COVID crisis.  30 banners 
were sold and displayed around town from 
Memorial Day through Veterans Day.  Our 
Squadron is already planning next season’s 
program with 2-sided banners where each side 
shows the honoree’s  picture for easier viewing.  
Anyone interested in ordering a banner can call 
#914-980-5267. 

Anyone who has seen the new flagpole 
plaza installed across from the Post was probably  
impressed with the wonderful display of a dozen 
US flags flown from smaller poles surrounding the 
plaza.  Those 12 US flags blowing in the wind in 
unison was an eye-catching display.  This was an 
example of our SAL’s new fundraising idea  ‘Honor 
Fields’.  The Squadron would install fields of flags 
across town at various high-visibility locations 
dressing up our town with these patriotic displays.  
Community members for a $100 donation can have 
one of these flags dedicated and marked as flying 
in honor of a loved one or community member 
from May through November.  The honoree 
doesn’t have to be a veteran, just someone they 
wish to honor with a flag flying. 

Some sites working towards approval are 
along Rt-118 on the grassy shoulder in front of the 
Caremount Medical Building by Town Hall;  Up on 
Stoney St along the driveway into the new Grassy 
Knoll Sports Complex;  the shoulder of Rt-202 at 
Downing Park opposite 1st Presbyterian Church;  
along E. Main St by the 9/11 Memorial gazebo by 
the Hart Library; as well as the grassy berm along 
Rt-6 on the JV Mall property between Lee Blvd 
and Hill Blvd.  Thousands of cars pass these 
locations daily and these displays could range 
from 20 to 200 flags at each location.  That would 
be an eye-catching display as you travel through 
town.  If anyone is interested in more information 
on getting in on the 1st batch of flags – please 
contact #914-980-5267. 

Last but not least… our SAL members want 
to help our Post grow and thrive.  A few years ago 
an idea to build a brick patio on our property 
along the medical building side of our building was 
discussed.  Various plans were pitched and shot 
down due to costs, or just concerns of spending a 
lot of valuable money on a space possibly no one 
would use.  The idea was forgotten.  When our 
Post along with every business in Yorktown was 
shut down last Spring, new and old ideas were 
rediscussed.  When restaurants began using 
outdoor areas for dining to keep people safe this 
patio idea was revisited.  Our SAL members 
jumped on the idea to add an outdoor patio for 
rental customers and our Post members to sit and 

enjoy the weather and be safer during the 
pandemic.  A plan for a 20-foot by 30-foot brick 
patio has been approved and our SAL has 
aproached vendors for donations of materials to 
complete the project.  They plan to install the 
patio in the Spring when the gound is warmer.  
This could be a crucial development for our Post 
which could help our Post survive as this pandemic 
extends into its second year.  We thank our SAL 
members for your care and dedication to our Post. 

 
 

COVID Vaccine Info 

 

In the past week NYS has expanded access 
to register for obtaining the COVID vaccines.  On 
Monday, 1/11/2921, a NYS Hotline was activated 
for all residents 65 and older, and all jobs that 
qualify you to receive it.  Since that day our Post 
has learned of other ways more specifically geared 
towards helping veterans to get this vaccine. 

 

***  NYS Hotline for all residents in Phases 1a and 
1b to use to register is:  #1-833-697-4829.  We’ve 
heard the number is busy most times due to call 
volume so keep trying. 
 

***  The County Veterans Service Agency is helping 
County veterans 75 and over with registering for 
the shots at:  #914-813-5145. 
 

***  The VA is giving out shots to veterans 75 and 
over, or those with certain conditions.  You call 
#845-838-7668 at Castle Point and register for 
shots at the Montrose VA campus.  One Post 
member called on Monday and received the shot 
on Wednesday morning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post #1009 Upcoming Events 
 
Tue  Feb   2   Executive Comm Mtg  7:00 PM 
 

Thu  Feb   4   SAL #1009 meeting 7:30 PM 
 

Sun  Feb    7  Four Chaplains Sunday 
 
Thu  Feb 11   Post Monthly meeting - 7:30 PM  
 

Tue  Mar   2   Executive Comm Mtg  7:00 PM 
 

Thu  Mar   4   SAL #1009 meeting 7:30 PM 
 

Thu  Mar 11   Post Monthly meeting - 7:30 PM  
 
 

Yorktown Post #1009 
235 Veterans Road, Yorktown Hts, NY 10598 

(914) 962-2843  www.nylegion1009.org 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


